
 
 

 
 

ASPID Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
1. Where do I send my application? 
Applicants should use the ADEA CAAPID to apply to the program 
 
 
2. Why should we submit E.C.E. evaluations of our transcripts? 
We need to have a standardized process for admissions purposes, and for future school accreditations. 
The evaluation services look at transcripts differently. Same transcript evaluated by different services 
may have different outcomes. 
 
 
3. What scores for NDBE Part I, II or INBDE and TOEFL do I need to have to be considered for an 
interview? 
This program, as well as many other similar programs, is competitive we only note that the Board 
exam has been taken with a grade of Pass.  
You will need to have a minimal TOEFL total score of 90, please note that your application will NOT be 
reviewed if your score is below 90. This is a University-wide policy with no exceptions. 
 
 
4. Can I submit my NBDE/INBDE score reports after the application deadline? 
No. All score reports must be submitted by the application deadline date. 
 
 
5. Can I apply to the PPID program now and take the NBDE later? 
No, you are required to submit all supplemental documents together. 
 
 
6. Do you accept WES transcript reports? 
No. 
 
 
7. I will be in Chapel Hill next week. Can I meet with you and discuss the program? 
We do not meet with any future candidates until they are invited to interview. However, you may visit 
the university campus but you will not be allowed to enter any of the clinical areas. This has to do with 
HIPAA regulations (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act). At this time the Adams 
School of Dentistry does not offer tours of the school.  
 
 
8. I have specialty training in my home country. Will that increase my chances? 
It does not automatically increase your chances but any further education may be valuable for your 
ranking. 
 
 
9. I have specialty training from the US. Will that increase my chances? 
Yes, it might increase your chances. 
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10. Are Letters of Recommendation needed? 
Yes, we do need the most current recommendation letters, one from the Dean of your dental school, 
and two additional letters from clinical dentistry professors. Please note that all letters need to be on 
letterhead and signed. 
 
 
11. Is it only scores that count towards an acceptance? 
TOEFL scores, previous grades (and calculated GPA by ECE), your personal statement, and 
experiences in your new country and home country are all important in the initial review.  These 
documents help us determine who we will invite for an interview. Recommendation letters from your 
Dean, previous faculty, employers, and from dentists you have shadowed play a crucial role. We do 
require you to pass both parts of National boards or the Integrated National Boards. The interview is 
very important and is mandatory if invited.  
 
 
12. Do you have a bench test on the interview day? 
Yes, we do have a traditional bench test on the day of the interview. 
 
 
13. I submitted my application a while ago and I have not heard from you. What do I do now? 
We have many applications and organizing all of the paperwork takes a considerable amount of time. 
Please allow us 2-3 weeks after the closure of application deadline to send out interview invitations. 
Interviews may be conducted as early as 3-4 weeks after the application deadline. Please allow us 
about 3 weeks for a response after your interview process for selection. Our goal is to have all 
responses sent out as early as possible. 
 
 
14. Can I submit updated supplemental documents after the deadline? 
No, all supplemental documents must be received on or before May 31st, 2022. Documents received 
after the deadline will not be considered or reviewed by the ASPID Admissions Committee. 
 
 
15. Do you have a rolling enrollment or do you wait until all interviews are completed and then 
make your decisions? 
No, we do not have rolling enrollment.  We will fill all of our positions after the interview and bench 
testing. We may, however, accept those who agree to be placed on a wait list. 
 
 
16. What will the cost be? 
All financial information that is available will be given during the interview day. However, the cost is 
about the same as that of similar programs across the country. 
 
 
17. Can I get student loans for the Advanced Standing program? 
Yes, but only if you are eligible for federal student loans. You can apply once you have started your 
studies. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

18. Do I need to be a US citizen or be a permanent resident (Green Card holder) to apply to your 
program? 
No, you do not need to have any special visa status or citizenship. Every year we have applicants with 
various visa situations. The University has a specialized office to address specific visa questions. 
 
 
19. If I am currently on an F-1/H-1 visa and studying/working in the US, is there something I 
should be aware of? 
It takes time to process a change of visa status, or transfer of a visa (F-1) from one school to another. 
Thus you should apply as early as possible to give yourself maximum time for the admissions process.  
 
 
20. As an international student, will I be required to submit a proof of financial ability, 
Certification of Finances (COF) form, to request a student visa? 
Yes, all accepted, incoming students on a F-1 visa will be required to submit a COF form to show 
available funds to cover the first year costs (tuition, fees and living expenses) of the program. 
 
 
21. Do I have any advantage as a re-applicant? 
No, you do not. We strongly urge you to take a good look at your application if you were not called for 
an interview, or if you did not receive an acceptance after being interviewed. You should look at your 
application as if you were on the admissions committee for a competitive program and you had to 
make the often very hard decisions. We strongly urge you to improve your application and that can be 
done in many ways. Ask yourself the following questions: 

• Why is my application (and/or interview) not competitive? 
• Is my GPA good enough? We know that you cannot change it , but you should look at other 

ways to make your application stronger 
• Could my TOEFL score be better? 
• Did I fully understand the interviewer? 
• Did I answer the interviewer's questions, or did I just say what I had prepared to say? 
• What have I done since I came to the U.S.? 
• What will make me stand out above the others? 
• Does my personal statement describe my unique traits or does it make me look like all other 

applicants? 
• What can I do to make my application look neater and better? 
• Do I have additional credentials since my last application? 

It is important that an application looks neat and is well prepared. Your application is a reflection of 
you, the applicant, for a profession where neatness and details are important.  
 
 
22. I did not get accepted last year and I want to reapply. Do I need to submit all documentations 
again? 
Yes, and you have to submit the current year's application form, and the application fee.  In addition to 
that, you must submit any additional or new documents that you have not submitted previously, such 
as new scores, additional work experience etc., and the application fee. 
 


