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Friends and Colleagues,  

  

There is no doubt these are 

uncertain and unprecedented 

times.  

  

Now more than ever, it is  

critical that we return to our  

core values: passionate service, 

the relentless pursuit of integrated care and 

collaborative scholarship, our mission to 

transform dentistry for better health, and our 

vision to become the global model for oral health 

education, in care and discovery. 

  

While you will read more about our COVID-19 

response later in this issue, I want to impress upon 

you how incredibly proud I am of our people  

and the way they have led through this crisis, not 

merely reacted to it. Our students, residents, staff 

and faculty have shown remarkable flexibility and 

willingness to serve their patients and community.  

 

Within the last few months, we have transitioned 

to remote education and launched three virtual 

patient care lines, and our people have shown 

tremendous resilience in the wake of these many 

changes.  
  

Although all our students and residents have faced 

many changes due to COVID-19, our recent 

graduates handled an especially unconventional 

sendoff admirably. More than half of the DDS 

Class of 2020 are pursuing private practice and 

specialty training, and more than half of the dental 

hygiene class is seeking positions in private 

practice. We congratulate them on their wonderful 

accomplishments, and are proud to have these 

impressive, resilient professionals join our 

esteemed alumni base as oral health colleagues.  

  

This January, we welcomed our inaugural class of 

students to the Advanced Standing Program for 

International Dentists: Tutku Bonham, Lavinia 

Gacea, Prairna Kang and Ahmed Sheikh Qadar. 

These four students, chosen out of applicants 

from across the globe, are remarkable, brilliant 

and highly skilled — making each of them 

wonderful additions to our UNC Adams School  

of Dentistry family.  
  

At the time of this printing, the social outcry in 

response to George Floyd’s death and countless 

other unjust acts against minorities has spread to 

all corners of our country. We have been working 

toward building a culture of trust, transparency 

and collaboration since 2017. We continue to have 

much work to do, but we are committed to being a 

part of the solution. I invite you to work alongside 

us as our colleagues and partners.  

  

We are looking ahead to an unusual school year, 

especially our fall semester, and welcoming our 

incoming students to Chapel Hill despite the 

unique circumstances. 
  

Recruited from 11 states and 29 undergraduate 

institutions, the DDS Class of 2024 brings to 

Chapel Hill a variety of backgrounds, life 

experiences and perspectives — and the highest 

average DAT score of any DDS class in recent 

memory. Our dental hygiene class is more than  
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Corrections  
In the fall/winter 2019 issue, “But Why Us? A Look at Claude A. Adams III and Why He Chose Our School for his Millions,” 
incorrectly stated the timeline of giving. In 1991, Wendy McCorkle worked with Dr. Adams III to set up a scholarship. In 1999, 
Dr. Adams III’s attorney contacted Dr. Ron Strauss on ways Dr. Adams III could support the school, including the donation  
of a beach house to the DFNC, which was later sold and used to establish a professorship and extramural rotation fund.  
Dr. Adams III worked with Paul Gardner and former Dean John Stamm on his bequest that would give the school his estate.   
  
In the fall/winter 2019 issue, “Four Students Selected for Schweitzer Fellowship,” omitted Glen Karunanayake, BDS, MS, as 
the sole mentor for Damian and Dani’s project.

Feature   4 
Celebrating the  
Class of 2020

40 percent Carolina students and all are in-state 

residents. When they graduate, they will play a 

critical role in providing oral health care to the 

people of North Carolina. 

 

These students will need to be more flexible and 

adaptable than any class before them, but we are 

looking forward to welcoming our incoming 

students to Chapel Hill despite the odd 

circumstances. We are confident they are ready  

to apply their best thinking and efforts to define 

our future, regardless of the obstacles that may lie 

ahead. They join our current students, all of whom 

have already displayed great adaptability and 

understanding as we navigate these uncharted 

waters, in learning in new, non-traditional ways, 

and in building and maintaining bonds in many 

cases through the lens of a web cam. 

 

I know these challenges are not unique to our 

school. Every other dental school across the 

country is facing these same issues, and we 

continue to solution share with three of our 

geographically closest institutions: the ECU 

School of Dental Medicine, the James B. Edwards 

College of Dental Medicine at the Medical 

University of South Carolina, and the Virginia 

Commonwealth University School of Dentistry.  

 

Similarly, the challenges we face in our clinical 

practice at Carolina DentistryTM are not unique to 

us; instead, they face each of you still practicing, 

too. COVID-19 has been especially tough on our 

profession.  

 

As non-traditional users of N95/KN95 masks, it 

has been difficult for oral health care providers to 

source the necessary PPE to safely operate. Our 

inboxes are filled with advice from the NCDHHS, 

CDC, WHO, ADA and other professional 

organizations — all of which is helpful, but the 

amount of information is overwhelming.  

 

And, of course, we are dealing with fear of COVID-

19 in our patients, our employees and in ourselves. 

Please know that we are walking this truly 

uncharted territory alongside you. We do not have 

the answers, and we get our information from the 

same places you do. But if there is anything we  

can do to better support you during this time —  

or ever — please reach out to me directly or to the 

Office of Advancement.  

  

Thank you for all you do to advance our 

profession, especially during these turbulent 

times. It is an honor to call you all colleagues and 

to work beside you. I believe the best days at the 

UNC Adams School of Dentistry are yet to come. 

 

 

 

 

Scott S. De Rossi, DMD, MBA 

Dean and Professor

We are walking this  
truly uncharted territory  

alongside you.
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feature STORY

On Friday, May 8, students who would have been turning their tassels in Carmichael Arena 

marked the day with a virtual celebration of their accomplishments. And, while the UNC 

Adams School of Dentistry is committed to holding an in-person ceremony when it’s safe 

to do so, staff and faculty were happy to go to Carolina in their minds with the Class of 2020. 
 

Since there are not traditional commencement pictures to share, it feels only appropriate 

to highlight the Class of 2020’s journey, from orientation to white coat ceremonies, what they 

will miss the most about Carolina, and where these new alumni are headed next.  
 

Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Celebrating the Class of 

Tyler Antonelli 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: “Primary plan: 
Open up a pizzeria and 
Italian goods shop in NC. 
Back up plan: Air Force at 
Joint Base Andrews in 
Suitland, MD.” 

I’ll Miss: “Kelly and Tam. Man, 
I used to just sit there and 
talk to them for hours.”

Michaela Barnette 
DH 2020 

What’s Next: Dental Hygiene 
Education, UNC Adams 
School of Dentistry  

I’ll Miss: “Everything. All of  
it. I will cherish all of the 
memories I was able to make 
and look forward to all of 
those to come!!!”

Cameron Campbell 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Inspired 
Dentistry of Charlotte, 
Charlotte, NC 

I’ll Miss: “Delivering smiles to 
my patients and the close-
knit family atmosphere 
amongst my classmates, 
faculty, and staff.”

Catherine Campbell 
Orthodontics 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Baltimore, MD 

I’ll Miss: “The incredible UNC 
orthodontic community that 
so positively shaped my 
three-year experience as a 
resident.”

Jennifer Crisp 
Pediatric Dentistry 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Burlington, NC 

I’ll Miss: “The co-residents, 
faculty and staff I work with 
everyday. I will miss being 
able to collaborate and talk 
about complicated cases.”

Jessica Dillon 
ORAD 2020 

What’s Next: Naval 
Postgraduate Dental School, 
Bethesda, MD 

I’ll Miss: “The brilliant, hard 
working and ultimately 
professional radiology 
faculty.”

Chapel Dixon 
DH 2020 

What’s Next: Private Practice, 
Concord, NC 

I’ll Miss: “Sharing the 
experience of being a Tar 
Heel with the best 
classmates at the best 
school!”

Anne Dorsey 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Oral and 
Maxillofacial Radiology, UNC 
Adams School of Dentistry 

I’ll Miss: “I am lucky to have 
learned with and from 81 of 
the most selfless, intelligent, 
hilarious, kind, courageous, 
compassionate, and capable 
people in the entire world.”

DDS Class of 2020: (opposite page and top row above) orientation, August 2016; (above) white coat ceremony, March 2017
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Julie Driscolll 
AEGD 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
practice, Charleston, SC 

I’ll Miss: “The collaboration 
and integration of courses 
between residency 
specialties was unique.”

Fernanda Ferreira 
DH 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Raleigh, NC 

I’ll Miss: “Being part of a 
great educational institution 
and all the friends made 
while in school.” 

Timothy Gibson 
GPR 2020 

What’s Next: Endodontics, 
UNC Adams School of 
Dentistry 

I’ll Miss: “I loved it so much, 
I’ve decided to spend 
another 3 years here!”

Andrea Gomez 
DH 2020 

What’s Next: Private practice 
in Goldsboro, NC, and 
hopefully applying to dental 
school! 

I’ll Miss: “My patients!”

Dental Hygiene orientation, August 2018

Dental Hygiene  
white coat ceremony, 

January 2019

Dental Hygiene Class of 2020

ADE GROUPS

Periodontics residents Endodontics residentsOrthodontics residents Pediatric dentistry residents Prosthodontics residents Operative dentistry residents
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Sehrish Javid 
Oral and Craniofacial 

Biomedicine PhD 

What’s Next: Oral Pathology, 
Ohio State University 

I’ll Miss: “The support from 
the program and my PhD 
advisors, in addition to my 
colleagues.”

Kiron James 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Hamilton, Bermuda 

I’ll Miss: “My classmates! We 
started as strangers and 
finished as family.”

Monica Kim 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Chapel Hill, NC 

I’ll Miss: “Kind professors 
who are truly passionate 
about their craft while 
engaging with students.”

 

What’s Next: Air Force, AEGD 

I’ll Miss: “The people that 
comprise the UNC Adams 
School of Dentistry. The faculty, 
the staff, and the students have 
never ceased to amaze me.”

Nancy McIntyre 
DH 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Chapel Hill, NC 

I’ll Miss: “I will miss it all, I 
will forever cherish UNC 
Adams School of Dentistry 
close to my heart and all the 
friendships made.” 

Kelechi Okereke 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Pediatric 
Dentistry, Howard University  

I’ll Miss: “I’ll definitely miss 
my patients and the 
relationships that I have 
formed with faculty.”

Duke Okeke 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Private 
Practice, Wilmington, NC 

I’ll Miss: “The SNDA group 
and CAARE clinic nights. The 
relationships built through 
the club and its programs 
will be invaluable.”

Yiming (Jimmy) Zhang 
DDS 2020 

What’s Next: Private Practice, 
Raleigh, NC 

I’ll Miss: “The incredible 
people I have been able to 
share the last four years 
with.”

Jake Laxer 
DDS 2020

DDS Class of 2020
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Despite more than Chapel Hill’s 
fair share of weather issues, the 

school’s seventh annual Give Kids 
A Smile event was a resounding 

success! Thank you to our  
generous sponsors for their  

invaluable support.  
 

Sponsors: 
Delta Dental of North Carolina 

Dental Foundation of North Carolina 
Richmond Dental and Medical 

Alumni, faculty and staff 
 

Student Coordinators: 
 

Caitlin Baker 
DDS Candidate 2021 

 
Austin Harbison 

DDS Candidate 2021 
 

Kayla Kopczynski 
DDS Candidate 2021 

 
Justin Nunes 

DDS Candidate 2021
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Give  
Kids a 
Smile  
Day

73
restorations

200
children 
served

125
cleanings

332
sealants 
placed

295
student 

volunteers

$41,351
of free oral 
health care 

services
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The DDS Class of 2020 was  
all smiles at the school’s first 
Match Day celebration, held on 
Jan. 22. The list below shows 
where the DDS Class of 2020 
matched: 
 

Columbia Univ. 

New York, NY 
 
 

Univ. of Connecticut Health 

Farmington, CT 
 
 

East Carolina Univ.  

Greenville, NC 
 
 

Harvard Univ. 

Boston, MA 
 
 

Massachusetts General Hospital 

Boston, MA 
 
 

NYU Langone Dental Medicine 

Anchorage, AK 
 
 

UNC Adams School of Dentistry 

Chapel Hill, N
C 

 

Univ. of Nevada Las Vegas  

School of Dental Medicine 

Las Vegas, NV 

 
 
Nova Southeastern Univ. /  

Broward Health 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 

 
 
Ohio State Univ. /  

Nationwide Children's Hospital 

Columbus, OH 

 
 
Univ. of Texas /  

Parkland Memorial Hospital 

Dallas, TX 

 
 
Univ. of Texas  

Houston, TX 

 
 
Univ. of Utah 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 
 
Virginia Commonwealth Univ. 

Richmond, VA 

Matched!
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Bettie McKaig

Bettie Kay Raybon McKaig, CDH ’69, 

BSDH ’71, DDS ’78, MPH ’84, adjunct 

associate professor and friend of the UNC 

Adams School of Dentistry passed away 

unexpectedly on February 3, 2020. She  

was 71.  

McKaig was not only a four-time Tar 

Heel, she was an advocate, trailblazer, and 

a dedicated teacher and oral health 

professional.  

Among her many professional 

accomplishments, she was the first female 

president of the North Carolina State Board 

of Dental Examiners, the first female 

president of the North Carolina Dental 

Society (1995-96), and the first female 

worldwide college president of the 

International College of Dentists (2019).  

In addition to serving as the president 

of the North Carolina Academy of 

Dentistry, the UNC Dental Alumni 

Association and the Dental Foundation of 

North Carolina, she also ran a successful 

dental practice for more than 30 years and 

dedicated her talent and time to teaching 

future oral health professionals at the UNC 

Adams School of Dentistry.  

In recognition of her service to 

dentistry and to the UNC Adams School  

of Dentistry, McKaig was awarded the 

Distinguished Alumni Award in 2011 from 

the UNC Dental Alumni Association. In 

2013, she received the Dental Foundation 

of North Carolina’s Distinguished Service 

Award.  

“For any of us who had the pleasure to 

know Dr. McKaig, to say that this is an 

incredible loss is an understatement,” said 

Dean Scott S. De Rossi, DMD, MBA. “She 

dedicated her career to caring for patients 

but also to being an advocate for providers 

in dental hygiene and dentistry, and 

especially for women in the profession.  

“Her influence will surely be felt for 

many generations to come — after all, she 

has spent many of her Fridays here teaching 

the next generation of practitioners.” 

In addition to McKaig’s renowned 

professional accomplishments, she 

enjoyed a vibrant life of travel, family and 

love.  

She and her husband, Ross Vaughan, 

MD ’70, embarked on many travels all over 

the world, including Bali, China, Ireland, 

Myanmar and Patagonia, among others. 

She summitted Mount Kilimanjaro, skied 

in Vail, Colorado, and relaxed at 

Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina.  

She is survived by her husband, 

Vaughan, her siblings Vicki Hanna and 

Glenn Raybon, sister-in-law, Martha 

Jordan, stepchildren Gordan Vaughan and 

Sarah Vaughan, her niece, dental hygiene 

faculty member Jennifer Harmon, RDH, 

BSDH ’13, MS ’15, nephews Jesse Raybon, 

Donald Gilroy, and Stuart Raybon, and her 

grandchildren. 

 

 

If you’d like to support the Bettie R. McKaig 

Scholarship Fund, you may make an online 

donation at https://unc.live/3hHbcyE.

IN MEMORIAM

“She dedicated her career to caring 
for patients but also to being an  
advocate for providers in dental  
hygiene and dentistry, and especially 
for women in the profession.” 
—Dean De Rossi
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Ben Barker, DDS ‘58, MA, former dean 

of the University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill Adams School of Dentistry, 

passed away Jan. 2, 2020 at the age of 89. 

Barker earned his Doctor of Dental 

Surgery degree from the UNC Adams 

School of Dentistry in 1958 and joined the 

faculty following his graduation. He served 

in various faculty and administrative 

positions, including as associate dean of 

academic affairs for 10 years.  

In 1975, Barker became the program 

director in health for the W.K. Kellogg 

Foundation in Battle Creek, Michigan.  

He returned to Chapel Hill in 1981, where 

he served as dean of the UNC Adams 

School of Dentistry until 1989.  

Barker subsequently served as the 

senior fellow at the Cecil Sheps Center for 

Health Services in Chapel Hill, was chair  

of the Council on Dental Education of the 

American Dental Association (ADA), chair 

of the National Academy of Medicine, and 

served for 11 years as a trustee of Davidson 

College, his alma mater.  

In recognition of his years of service  

to North Carolina, he received the state’s 

highest honor, the Order of the Long Leaf 

Pine.  

In addition to an incredible career, 

Barker was a self-taught chef, boat captain, 

voracious reader, nature lover and beloved 

raconteur to his many friends and family.  

He is survived by his wife of 66 years, 

Jeanette Barker, his children, Benjamin 

Barker, Sherry Barker Doherty, and Dale 

Barker Stapleton, and his grandchildren 

and great grandchildren.  
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When he was an undergraduate at Wake Forest University, 

John Pruitt, DDS ‘80, MAGD, initially pursued a pre-med 

path as a biology major with the intention to become a 

physician trained to do surgery. While taking organic 

chemistry in his sophomore year, Pruitt’s roommate 

suggested he look into dentistry — something Pruitt hadn’t 

considered before.  

“Dentistry was appealing to me because I enjoyed 

working with my hands and I wanted to be my own boss,” 

said Pruitt. “I liked working with people, I would have regular 

working hours — no emergencies — and I could apply my 

biology background.” 

Between studying, lab work, exams, patient care, clinical 

requirements and state boards, Pruitt admits to not having 

much time to enjoy the ambiance of Chapel Hill.  

Today, Pruitt is a general dentist with training in children’s 

dentistry, restorative dentistry, and periodontics, who has 

been in private practice in Winston-Salem since 1980.   

(Continued on next page.)

A Need  
to Serve 

Those  
in Need

alumniPROFILE

Ben Barker

IN MEMORIAM

John Pruitt with his team in Jamaica.  
His non-profit service organization, 
Footbridge, is now in its 37th year.

John Richard Jacoway, DDS, PhD, 

passed away April 12, 2020 at the age of 90. 

Jacoway was a former faculty member in 

oral pathology and professor emeritus at 

the Adams School of Dentistry. A native of 

Tennessee, he received his dental degree 

from the University of Tennessee in 1954. 

After graduation, he served as a Captain in 

the U.S. Army dental corps. While in the 

army, he earned his PhD from Georgetown 

University. He also served as the chief of 

professional services and chief of anatomic 

pathology at Landstuhl, Germany and 

chief, hard tissue oral pathology, at the 

Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in 

Washington. D.C. He received the NCDS 

citizenship award in 1995. Jacoway retired 

in 1996 after 18 years at the school. He was 

beloved by students, staff and faculty alike.

John Richard Jacoway

James Noonan, DDS, passed away 

January 30, 2020 at the age of 87. Noonan 

was a former faculty member at the Adams 

School of Dentistry and was beloved by 

students, staff and faculty alike. He served 

in the Navy as an aviator. He was the 

recipient of the Dr. Richard F. Hunt Jr. 

Memorial Award for Excellence in Pre-

Doctoral Teaching in 1976. He is survived 

by his wife, Clare, his sons, Terrence and 

Christopher, his three grandchildren and 

his sister, Jeanne. 

James Noonan



program, provide approximately $100,000 

of in-kind dental services each year.  

The program allows individuals who  

are homeless, uninsured, under insured, 

indigent, unemployed or otherwise in need, 

to have treatment to meet their basic dental 

needs. Once treatment is completed, they 

graduate out of the program and another 

individual is brought in. Pruitt and the 

dentists with The OAR Foundation 

complete treatment on 90 patients per year. 

“It takes time, persistence, patience, 

passion and intentionality to do this,” said 

Pruitt. “As the ripples go out when a rock is 

thrown into a pond, so is the effect on the 

lives of those in need, on your life, and on 

the lives of those who partner with you on 

this endeavor.” 

In 2019, Pruitt and Footbridge began  

a local project to provide dental care for 

veterans. As a former major in the U.S. 

Army Reserve Dental Corps, Pruitt is 

familiar with the obstacles many 

veterans face in obtaining dental 

coverage and care.  

Only certain classes of veterans, 

such as veterans who have a 

service-related dental problem, are 

former POWs or are rated as totally 

disabled as a result of their military 

service, are eligible to receive 

dental coverage through the VA.  

The 2018 U.S. Census Bureau found that 

there are more than 18 million veterans in 

the U.S., however, according to the VA’s 

website, the VA provided dental care to more 

than 580,000 veterans in the fiscal year 2019.  

That leaves a vast majority of veterans 

without dental care because they did not 

qualify, could not afford it, or did not seek 

dental care from the VA for another reason.   

With an in-kind gift of dental equipment 

from the North Carolina Dental Society’s 

Missions of Mercy program, Pruitt set up a 

twice-yearly clinic specifically for veterans, 

and targeted communities within 60 miles 

of  Winston-Salem.  

At the veterans’ clinic last fall, Pruitt  

and 256 volunteers were able to serve  

363 veterans and provide dental exams, 

cleaning, x-rays, root canals, fillings and 

extractions.  

Pruitt’s dedication to service is clearly 

evident in the many selfless ways he serves 

North Carolina and beyond. 

“As dentists, we have been blessed with 

skills and talents that allow us to take care 

of our fellow man,” said Pruitt. “There is no 

greater gift than to take these skills and give 

them away by treating those in need.” 
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As a dentist, Pruitt applies two tenets  

to his everyday practice. “The first is to be 

really good at what I do,” said Pruitt.  

This includes everything Pruitt needs to 

do to be a lifelong learner: enhancing his 

clinical skills, taking continuing education, 

joining the Academy of General Dentistry, 

becoming a Master of the Academy of 

General Dentistry, and participating in 

study clubs.  

And the second? “The second is to be 

kind.” 

Pruitt prides himself on listening to  

his patients, caring about their concerns, 

explaining treatment options, educating 

them and overall treating his patients and 

staff how he wants to be treated — the 

golden rule.  

Just three years out of dental school, 

Pruitt took his first overseas dental service 

trip to Haiti in 1983. “It was certainly a 

learning experience and set the stage 

for all the trips we have taken 

around the world since then,” 

said Pruitt. This year marks 

the 37th year of providing dental care to 

those in need through his non-profit 

organization, Footbridge.  

Through Footbridge, Pruitt and a team 

of approximately 20 medical and dental 

professionals provide health care for those 

in need. Together, they have traveled to 

Togo, Africa, Peru, Jamaica, Haiti and more, 

to provide optometry, dentistry, medical 

and more essential health services to 

thousands of people.  

“What you believe determines who you 

become, and who you become determines 

your behavior,” said Pruitt. “The world is 

full of people with good intentions who 

never step into the arena.” 

Eleven years ago, Pruitt saw a great  

need in his community for dental care that 

was not being met. He started The OAR 

Foundation out of his own office with 

dentists who volunteer to help. 

The OAR Foundation, 

through partnership 

with the Samaritan 

Dental Services 

18  NORTH CAROLINA DENTAL REVIEW

Pruitt applies two  
tenets to his dentistry:  

“The first  
is to be really  

good at  
what I do.   

The second is  
to be kind.”

With Footbridge in Togo, West Africa

A Footbridge clinic for veterans

Pruitt treats a patient in Peru (with Footbridge).



grades were a little better, and her  

brother applied to medical school.  

Paulson remembers the dental  

school interview committee not quite 

knowing what to do with her. On paper  

she looked like a good candidate.  

“I had the grades and supportive 

recommendations,” said Paulson. “I had 

done well on my dental aptitude test, [my] 

scores on the written exam were 

acceptable, and on the practical part, 

which consisted of carving a pyramid of 

prescribed dimensions from a block of 

chalk, I had done very well. 

“Now seated in the conference room, 

facing the six distinguished looking 

gentlemen, I was peppered with questions 

like, ‘Don’t you eventually want to be 

married?’ and, ‘What’s going to happen 

when you have a family?’  

All I could do was answer the questions 

honestly: ‘Yes, I do want to get married,’ 

and, ‘Yes, I do plan to have a family, and  

my mother has done both successfully.’” 

The committee decided to admit her, 

and Paulson enrolled in 1952 as the only 

female in a class of 50 students. 

“As a young 22-year-old, I initially felt  

a little like I was on constant display,” said 

Paulson. “I had been admitted to a spot  

in the class that in some people’s minds 

probably should have gone to a ‘deserving’ 

male student. 

“Thus, I was desperately trying to  

justify my place in the class by trying to 

prove I could keep up with everyone. I got 

much praise from my classmates for doing 

well, but also much teasing and ribbing.” 

Following her graduation in 1956, 

Paulson moved with her husband, George, 

who had also graduated medical school at 

Duke University, to his internship at 

Bellevue Hospital in New York.  

When they eventually moved back  

to North Carolina, Paulson took care of 

children at the Durham Health Department’s 

dental clinic, where she worked with a 

classmate, Frank H. Daniel, DDS ’56, MS ’58, 

and later as a dentist at the Deaf and Blind 

School in Raleigh, North Carolina.  

After many moves, Paulson and her 

husband finally settled in Columbus, Ohio, 

where she served on the faculty in the  

Ohio State University College of Dentistry 

Department of Oral Biology for 25 years.  

When Paulson first started teaching at 

Ohio State, there were no women in the 

class. The following year there was one,  

the next year there were two, and the 

numbers grew exponentially from there. 

“As a faculty member at a time when 

there were zero to few women, I was a  

role model to any young woman who 

considered dentistry,” said Paulson. “I 

hosted potluck dinners and guest speakers 

in my home, where, to their amazement, 

my students discovered photos of my  

five children and my busy home life.” 

In her research, Paulson encouraged 

female dental students to apply for 

summer research internships. She 

mentored many of them in her laboratory, 

and several won top awards with their 

presentations at Student Dental Research 

meetings. 

“I hope that my female students  

felt empowered and supported by my 

mentorship, and saw that it was possible  

to be a working mother,” said Paulson. 

“Judging from the letters I’ve received  

over the years, they did.” 

As she looks to the future of dentistry, 

Paulson hopes dentistry will continue to 

become more affordable and accessible.  

“It is a rapidly evolving field, and the 

possibilities of technical innovation are 

limitless in all aspects of dentistry,” said 

Paulson.  

She also hopes women will continue  

to be an integral part in leading the future 

of the profession. To women who may 

consider a career in dentistry, she imparts 

these words of wisdom: 

“Don’t let anyone discourage you  

from going into dentistry because it’s too 

demanding,” she said. “With hard work,  

it’s very possible to have a satisfying career 

and life. 

21 NORTH CAROLINA DENTAL REVIEW

Despite being only the second female 

student at the UNC Adams School of 

Dentistry, Ruth Paulson, BS ’52, DDS ’56, 

never considered her career choice 

unusual.  

“I consider dentistry a particularly well-

suited profession for women,” she said.  

“It combines science, art and manual skills, 

and offers flexibility 

with scheduling if 

needed.” 

A native of Riga, 

Latvia, Paulson 

recalled that in most 

Baltic countries, the 

dentists were almost 

all female. When  

her mother, also a 

dentist, graduated 

from the Dental 

Faculty of the 

University of Latvia in the 1920s, all the 

graduates were women, and all her 

colleagues were women.  

“She was the perfect role model for me 

and I knew from her personal experience 

that dentistry was a profession well suited 

to women,” said Paulson, “Thinking of  

my own future, I had the example of  

her demonstration that a family and 

professional obligations can be 

successfully combined.” 

After graduating from college in two 

years and two summers, Paulson and her 

brother, Jerry, both applied to graduate 

school in the spring of 1952.  

While Paulson had interest in medicine 

and dentistry, she ultimately applied to 

dental school, since there were many 

applicants for medical school and her 
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A Model Mentor “I was peppered with questions like, 
‘Don’t you eventually want to be  
married?’ and, ‘What’s going to  
happen when you have a family?’” 
—Ruth Paulson  

As a Carolina student and a professor, Ruth Paulson helped 
chart the course for women in dentistry

Portrait for the 1953 Yackety Yack
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Zerita C. Buchanan, DDS ‘14, has been 

the beneficiary of many mentorships 

throughout her life. Their unfailing support 

and guidance instilled a high level of 

confidence and self-esteem in her that 

would follow her throughout her career.  

Both her family and her chosen 

mentors — physicians, dentists, corporate 

executives, teachers, and more — were 

demonstrated servant leaders. Buchanan’s 

father, grandfather and great-grandfather 

were dentists. Her mother, a veterinarian, 

was also accepted into dental school, but 

decided to pursue her love of animals.  

 Her parents always gave her the 

freedom to explore all of her passions,  

and they knew how important it was for 

Buchanan to interact with mentors who 

were female and African American. She was 

deeply fascinated by science and thought 

she may practice medicine one day. 

“I do have very vivid memories of 

playing with typodonts and visiting my dad 

in his office,” said Buchanan. “The more I 

learned about dentistry and the autonomy 

the career provided, the more I began  

to desire joining the family business.” 

Buchanan followed in her mother’s 

footsteps and attended Spelman College  

in Atlanta, Georgia, for her undergraduate 

studies. She considers it to be one of the 

greatest decisions she ever made. 

“Spelman is a historically black liberal 

arts college for women with a curriculum 

entirely tailored to the professional 

advancement of black women,” said 

Buchanan. “The college nurtured my  

soul, both academically and emotionally.” 

It was there that Buchanan met one of 

her most impactful mentors, dentist and 

fellow Spelman alumna, Jeanette Sabir-

Holloway, DDS, founder of the Increasing 

Diversity in Dentistry (IDID) Pipeline 

program. IDID’s mission is to cultivate and 

mentor minority students for careers as 

dental professionals. Today, there are more 

than 300 underrepresented minority  

pre-dental students in the IDID program.  

As the assistant director of the IDID 

program, Buchanan helps Sabir-Holloway 

organize dental symposiums, enrichment 

and shadowing opportunities, DAT prep 

and dental school application assistance.  

Buchanan’s commitment to mentorship 

extends beyond IDID. She also works with 

the Sister2Sister mentorship program at 

Spelman College, which matches alumni 

with undergraduate students seeking 

professional development and mentoring 

relationships, and LEAD Atlanta, an  

eight-month leadership development  

and community education program for 

young professionals.  

Buchanan continued to benefit from 

mentorship during her time as a dental 

student at the UNC Adams School of 

Dentistry.  

One of her fondest memories is  

working as a North Carolina Schweitzer 

Fellow with Jennifer Webster-Cyriaque, 

DDS, PhD ’98, as her mentor. Under her 

guidance, Buchanan researched the oral 

manifestation of HIV/AIDS and created  

an avenue for uninsured Durham residents 

to receive free treatment.  

Another mentor of Buchanan’s, Vincent 

Allison, DDS ’87, worked tirelessly with the 

school’s chapter of the Student National 

Dental Association (SNDA) to launch the 

SNDA CAARE clinic and provide quality 

oral health care to underserved 

populations in Durham.  

Her passion for mentorship started 

close to home. Her mother, who served as 

the director of the Dr. John H. Hopps, Jr. 

Defense Research Scholars Program at 

Morehouse College for 10 years, and now 

serves as the assistant dean of pipeline 

initiatives at Morehouse School of 

Medicine, has been mentoring students 

interested in STEM sciences for as long  

as Buchanan can remember.  

Her dedication and passion toward 

exposing underrepresented minority 

students to careers in science was deeply 

impactful for Buchanan.  

“Growing up and to this day, I have 

watched her prepare and coach her 

students to ensure that they were able to 

seize any opportunity that came their way,” 

said Buchanan. 

Today, Buchanan works alongside her 

father at their private practice, Dental 

Dreams, LLC, in Lithonia, Georgia. 

She hopes to continue the family legacy 

of providing outstanding dental care and 

pay it forward by joining the fight to 

eliminate health disparities. This is 

straightforward in her private practice,  

but through mentorship, she is able to 

scale that goal. 

“Every student I encourage to pursue 

dentistry will result in one more dental 

provider who can return to their local 

community and eliminate health 

disparities. It’s a multiplying effect,” said 

Buchanan.  

“What I’ve realized over the years is  

that students need consistent support. 

School and entrance exams are extremely 

stressful,” said Buchanan. “If I can give  

self-confidence to just one student and 

encourage them to pursue academic 

excellence, then my time on earth will be 

well spent.” 

To Buchanan, the future of dentistry 

looks more and more inclusive, and she is 

deeply excited to see that future play out. 

She hopes that through her mentorship 

efforts and other diversity and inclusion 

initiatives nationwide, minority students 

will see a face that looks like theirs in 

dentistry.  

“I hope to instill confidence in the next 

generation of dental professionals,” said 

Buchanan. “I hope to inspire dentists to 

treat their patients and each other with 

compassion. Words of encouragement  

can go a long way.  

“The world of dentistry can be stressful 

at times, but kindness can create 

monumental change.” 
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An Uplifting Legacy

LEFT TO RIGHT: Buchanan’s great-grandfather; grandfather; and Buchanan with her father at their practice in Lithonia, Georgia

Grateful for her many mentors, Zerita Buchanan pays  
it forward through mentorship and diversity initiatives

Dr. Buchanan extends her gratitude to  

the following Tar Heels who adopted her, 

even as a Georgia girl, and made her time 

away from home a little easier: Mr. Claudis 

Polk, Dr. Roslyn Crisp, Dr. Vincent Allison,  

Dr. Jennifer Webster-Cyriaque, Dr. Sylvia 

Frazier-Bowers, Dr. Eric Rivera, Dr. Kara 

Henderson, Dr. Gail Belvitt, Dr. Todd 

McClain, Dr. Antonio Braithwaite, Dr. Carlos 

Barrero, Dr. Jonathan Reside, Dr. Janet 

Southerland, Dr. Antonio Moretti, and the 

late Dr. Spencer Howard. “Thank you from 

the bottom of my heart for teaching me  

how to be a great dentist, I promise I won’t 

let you down,” she says.
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a legacy the program is proud to uphold,” 

said Dokova.  

Second-year pediatric dentistry 

resident Meredith Davis, DDS ’18, knows 

that fellowships can have ripple effects  

that impact residents for life.  

“The money helps make 

daily life a little more 

comfortable,” said Davis. 

“Everything that I receive in 

residency helps prepare for  

a smoother transition to the 

working world, especially as  

I face repaying my education 

debt.” 

Dokova says she will always appreciate 

Wright’s wit, jovial attitude and comedic 

side, including the blue-background 

PowerPoints with the latest dental jokes — 

his signature style of teaching.  

“Dr. Wright is an indispensable member 

of the pediatric dentistry family,” said 

Dokova. “He is the guru in the treatment 

and management of children with genetic 

conditions affecting teeth, and has taught 

me that dentistry is a field with no limits 

when it involves a child’s smile.” 

The fellowship also honors the legacy  

of Wright and his achievements with the 

University, the school, alumni and friends. 

“The support provided by this fund  

will be used exclusively to supplement 

stipends of departmental residents and 

forever serve as a continuation of Tim’s 

legacy to support and mentor pediatric 

residents,” said Moran. 

“When asked why I choose to 

participate and give the answer is easy,” 

said Moran. “I wouldn’t be where I am now, 

able to do the things I do, both personally 

and professionally, without the faculty  

and UNC Adams School of 

Dentistry.” 

Davis is confident that  

the lessons she’s learned  

from Wright will impact her 

professional career forever.  

“Dr. Wright, like many of  

the pediatric dentistry faculty, 

has cultivated a culture that 

emphasizes knowledge-seeking 

and giving back,” said Davis. “He is a 

lifelong scholar and skilled clinician with 

an unparalleled sense of humor. This  

newly established fellowship is certainly  

an appropriate way to honor such an 

esteemed pediatric dentist and educator.” 

In 2017, alumni and friends began an 

effort to establish the J. Timothy Wright 

Fellowship Fund to eventually provide 

support for residents in pediatric dentistry, 

and to honor James W. Bawden Distinguished 

Professor, J. Timothy Wright, DDS, MS. 

In addition to being a board-certified 

pediatric dentist, Wright has served as chair 

of the pediatric dentistry program and has 

been a faculty member at the UNC Adams 

School of Dentistry for 30 years. 

He currently serves as president of the 

American Association for Dental Research 

(AADR), only the third faculty member at 

the UNC Adams School of Dentistry to be 

named president, following Steven 

Offenbacher, DDS, MS, PhD, in 2000 and 

James Bawden, DDS, PhD, in 1984.   

Wright is not only a nationally and 

internationally recognized leader in 

pediatric research with more than 25 years 

of NIH grant funding, he is a beloved 

mentor and teacher. 

Now, two of the first residents Wright 

mentored in his tenure at the Adams 

School of Dentistry, Angela Baechtold, 

DDS ’95, MS ’98, and Robert A. Moran, Jr., 

DDS ’94, MS ’97, are the co-chairs of the  

J. Timothy Wright Fellowship Fund. 

“Having known Dr. Wright since he 

joined the faculty, it wasn’t even a question 

as to whether I would help establish a 

fellowship in his name,” said Moran. 

“A named fellowship fund is one of the 

highest ways you can recognize a professor 

or individual for their efforts and expertise 

in their career, their contributions to 

research or clinical practice, their advocacy 

for oral health, and their efforts to help 

develop, train and mentor their students 

and colleagues,” said Baechtold.  

“To me, this fellowship goes beyond 

what is listed on a curriculum vitae or 

resume and speaks more of recognizing  

the character traits of the individual.” 

Fellowships provide an invaluable 

source of financial relief for residents, who 

often are already facing four years of dental 

school debt. Most residency programs 

provide stipends, but living expenses  

and an existing debt burden can lead  

some students to put off specializing for 

some time.  

As of May 2020, $99,750 has been raised 

to help enable dental students to pursue 

their passion and support the education  

of specialists. 

For Baechtold, chairing the fellowship 

fund is grounded in the belief that one of 

the best ways to pay it forward to future 

residents is by providing this fellowship  

to support their education and training.  

“I can well remember those days [of 

residency] and how named fellowships 

helped me survive my living expenses 

during my training,” said Baechtold.  

Beyond the financial value to residents, 

fellowships embody the generosity and 

dedication of the donors who establish 

them and the education and care they 

received at the school, explains second-

year pediatric dentistry resident, 

Anastassia Dokova, DDS.  

“This legacy withstands the test of  

time and embodies a culture of giving back 

and that is longstanding here at UNC —  

Angela G. Baechtold 
Antonio Stanley Braithwaite 

Jeannie Ginnis 
Perry L. Jeffries 

Patricia Hagan Medland 
Robert Anthony Moran, Jr. 

Daniel Mulcahy 
Michael Wells Roberts 

Michael Anthony Rossitch 
Christopher Sands 

William Felix Vann, Jr. 
Bruce H. Weiner 

Scott Louis Weinstein  
*As of May 2020

FUND SUPPORTERS

Robert A. Moran, Jr. 
co-chair

Angela Baechtold 
co-chair 

Dr. Wright with a patient in 2008

Wright

Teacher, 
Mentor, 
Scholar, 
Friend
Honoring the Legacy  
of J. Timothy Wright

This fund will “forever serve as a  
continuation of Tim’s legacy to support 

and mentor pediatric residents.”  
—Robert A. Moran, Jr.
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The UNC Adams School of Dentistry  

is fortunate to be the home of many 

extraordinary oral health professionals.   

William “Bill” R. Proffit, DDS ’59, MS, 

PhD, W.R. Kenan Distinguished Professor, 

was a tremendous force within dentistry 

and orthodontics. His passing in 

September 2018 was felt deeply in the 

Adams School of Dentistry community and 

beyond. 

The author of 10 orthodontic textbooks, 

including, “Contemporary Orthodontics,” 

now in its sixth edition and translated in 12 

languages, Proffit was widely recognized 

for his lifetime achievements in 

orthodontics.  

He was also continuously supportive  

of faculty achievement. This professorship 

would go a long way in helping recruit  

and retain great faculty for the future  

of orthodontic education, explained 

L’Tanya Bailey, DDS, MS ’85.  

“Dr. Proffit was always a pioneer in 

promoting women and people of color in 

his department at a time in history when  

it was not that popular,” said Bailey.  

“There were always international faculty 

visiting the orthodontic department for 

some extended period to improve their 

programs in their home countries.” 

To the Adams School of Dentistry, 

Proffit was more than a global figure. He 

was a mentor, a teacher and a friend.  

“Prof was a true friend and inspirational 

motivator in my life. I miss him,” said Tate 

Jackson, DDS ’10, MS ’13, vice chair of the 

Division of Craniofacial and Surgical Care, 

and orthodontic program director.  

“Like so many of us, he gave me the 

opportunity to have the job — and in many 

ways the life — I wanted. His legacy will  

live in all of us whom he taught.” 

An alumnus of both the UNC-Chapel 

Hill undergraduate program and the 

Adams School of Dentistry, Proffit returned 

as chair of the orthodontic program for  

26 years. He is responsible for the growth 

and development of the orthodontic 

program into its form today. 

“Through his prolific writings and 

lectures worldwide, he has been a teacher, 

mentor and role model for countless 

orthodontists and students at all levels,” 

said H. Garland Hershey, Jr., DDS, MS,  

who knew Proffit for nearly 50 years. “His 

imprint on orthodontics is indelible and 

his positive influence will continue to  

guide our profession far into the future.” 

In honor of Dr. Proffit’s memory and 

legacy, a professorship has been 

established in his name, and will be 

awarded awarded solely to a professor in  

the orthodontics program. 

As of May 2020, more than $735,000  

has been raised, helped by a generous gift 

from Dr. Proffit’s family.  

If the professorship reaches $1.33M by 

December 2023, the state may provide a 

matching gift of $667,000. 

“I will always be grateful for the 

opportunity that I was given by Dr. Proffit 

to pursue my dream of becoming an 

orthodontist,” said Gavin Heymann, DDS 

’05, MS ’08. “The Proffit Distinguished 

Professorship represents an opportunity 

for us to honor the legacy of excellence 

cultivated by Dr. Proffit and the UNC Adams 

School of Dentistry’s orthodontic program.” 

“Dr. Proffit was a phenomenal leader 

and educator who gained a tremendous 

national and international reputation,” 

said Bailey. “He was extremely well 

published and well regarded as the modern 

father of orthodontics. His books and 

articles will continue to be cited for many 

years to come.” 

Thank you to the generous supporters 

of the Dr. Bill Proffit Distinguished 

Professorship. 
 
 

RIGHT: Proffit (back row, third from left) with UNC 
Adams School of Dentistry orthodontics faculty
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“Prof was a true friend and inspirational 
motivator in my life. His legacy will  

live in all of us whom he taught.” 
—Tate Jackson, DDS, MS



Despite graduating from high 
school in the same year, attending the 
same dental school and pediatric 
dentistry residency program, Shijia Hu, 
PhD ’16, and Bien Lai, MS ’11, did not 
start dating until after completing  
their studies. 

One summer, when Bien returned to 
Chapel Hill to visit, Shijia volunteered 
to drive the pair to Asheville, North 
Carolina, to meet a mutual friend.   

The rest, as they say, is history.  
And they still consider UNC to be the 
force that brought them together.  

While Bien knew she wanted to 
pursue pediatric dentistry as a third-
year dental student, Shijia thought he 
may explore prosthodontics or oral 
surgery. However, after spending a 
year in a public health clinic that saw 
mostly pediatric patients, he knew 
pediatric dentistry was where he 
belonged.   

Both were mentored by their 
predoctoral director, Betty Mok, at  
the National University of Singapore.   

“She was always encouraging and 
nurturing towards her patients and 
students. She has excellent behavior 
management skills and very good 
hands,” said Bien. “I was inspired to  
be a good clinician, mentor and 
teacher like her one day.”  

The flexibility and opportunities 

with the pediatric dentistry program at 
the UNC Adams School of Dentistry 
attracted them both for different 
reasons.   

“UNC is one of the few universities 
in the U.S. which offers a three-year 
program,” said Bien. “We needed a 
three-year program to be accredited as 
specialists in Singapore. I did not know 
much about UNCChapel Hill when I 
applied. It was a pleasant surprise!”  

“The pediatric dentistry program at 
UNC was very willing to work with me,” 
said Shijia. “They created a customized 
plan that was flexible enough to allow 
me to accommodate a Ph.D. with my 
residency and allowed me to finish 
both in 4 1/2 years.”  

Between Bien's Saturday morning 
runs with Kimon Divaris, DDS, PhD '11; 
William Vann, Jr, DMD, MS '76, PhD 
'80; Jessica Lee, DDS, MPH, PhD '02; 
and the pediatric dentistry team, to 

road trips to the mountains and the 
sea, they share many fond memories of 
Carolina. 

“I always tell people that Chapel Hill 
is such a wonderful place to live,” said 
Shijia. “Most of my fondest memories 
are mundane, everyday life events  
that made it feel like home.”  

Today, Bien, the head of pediatric 
dentistry at the National Dental Centre 
Singapore, and Shijia, predoctoral 
program director at the National 
University of Singapore, hope to 
continue to serve those most in  
need and inspire future students  
and residents to pursue dentistry.  

Bien and Shijia are grateful for the 
fellowship support they received as 
residents. Now they generously 
contribute to fellowships at the Adams 
School of Dentistry to continue that 
legacy of giving with future residents. 

“We received support from alumni 
through the various named fellowships. 
That inspired us to pay it forward so 
future generations can continue 
receiving these benefits.”  

They offered words of wisdom for 
future dental students and residents.   

“Keep calm and hang in there!”  
said Bien.   

“Remember why you chose to do 
dentistry in the first place,” said Shijia. 
“No matter how tough things get.” 

Shijia Hu, PhD ’16, and Bien Lai, MS ’11

Why I Give Message from the UNCDAA President

Dear Fellow Alumni,  

 

2020 — what a year so far. If only 2020 were 

hindsight. It started with the unexpected 

passing of dear friend and mentor to many, 

Dr. Bettie McKaig. Her loss leaves a terrible 

void in our UNC Dental family. And now,  

as I am writing, the whir of my compressor  

is silenced and the lights of my clinic are 

dimmed. Uncertainty feels like a dark 

operatory where I can’t find my instruments. 

Ambiguity stands in stark contrast to the 

precision our profession usually demands. 
 

I hope you all are coping well in this trying 

time. Personally, I have found tremendous 

comfort in connecting with former 

classmates and fellow dental alumni.  

We are laughing and crying out loud on 

group chats as we virtually navigate 

unemployment, PPP loans and PPE 

together. Leaning on each other, we move 

forward with dignity and grace. These 

trusted colleagues never fail to inspire me.  
 

Inspiration certainly abounds in this issue  

of the North Carolina Dental Review. This  

is the first issue with a renewed focus on the 

stories of some extraordinary alumni. From 

Dr. Paulson’s journey as the second woman 

dental student at our school, to Dr. Pruitt’s 

selfless service to the people of our state, 

and Dr. Buchanan’s mentorship of future 

oral health professionals, their positive 

impact on dentistry is remarkable. 
 

The oral health professionals that the UNC 

Adams School of Dentistry creates are not 

only leaders in our profession, but in your 

communities and beyond. What unites us  

as alumni is more than just a shared alma 

mater. It’s our passionate service to others 

both inside the dental office and out. It’s  

also our deep commitment to each other 

and future graduates.  
 

Our primary focus in the Campaign for 

Carolina has always been to maintain and 

strengthen what makes the UNC Adams 

School of Dentistry one of the best dental 

schools in the world: our people. That goal  

is more important now than ever, as we 

appreciate our connections to each other 

 in ways we may not have before. 
 

Your generous contributions have helped 

us reach and exceed our campaign  

goals. Your enduring support has helped 

countless students, residents, faculty and 

staff transform dentistry for better health. 

Without you, our mission and vision  

would not be possible. 
 

It has been a joy to serve as president of  

the Dental Alumni Association and to be 

connected with this great school and all of 

you in this capacity. 
 

Thank you, as always, for your support of  

the UNC Adams School of Dentistry and  

the Dental Alumni Association. 
 

All the best, 
 
Anita Sawhney, DDS ’91 
President, Dental Alumni Association

I have found tremendous comfort in 
connecting with former classmates 
and fellow dental alumni.
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Albert Purcell Cline, Jr., DDS ’54, 
passed away April 24, 2020. He was 92 
years old. As a dental student, he 

belonged to Xi Psi Phi, 
the professional dental 
fraternity, and was 
proudly a member of 
the first graduating 
class. After graduation, 
he returned to Canton, 
North Carolina, to join 

his father’s dental practice and began a 
private practice career caring for his 
community for 47 years. He is preceded 
in death by his wife, Beatrice “Bebe” 
Medford Cline, his son, Nick P. Cline, and 
his sister, Virginia Cline Thornhill. He is 
survived and remembered by his 
grandchildren and many friends. 

Robert Manville Fox, DDS ’57, passed 
away Jan. 23, 2020. He was 88. After 
graduating from UNC Adams School of 

Dentistry, he and his 
wife, Pauline, moved  
to Fort Walton, 
where Fox served  
as a Captain in  
the U.S. Air Force. 
They moved back  
to Summerfield, 

North Carolina, to raise their family and 
Fox opened a practice off Highway 220. 
He served his community as a member 
of the Rotary Club, president of the 
Guilford County Dental Society, and 
chair of the Guilford County Board of 
Adjustment. Pauline passed away in 
1994, and in 1996 Fox married Judith 
Lewis, who survives him.  

 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■  1 9 6 0 s  

Richard P. Belton, DDS ’65, passed 
away Oct. 10, 2019. He was 85. He 
earned his undergraduate degree from 
UNC-Chapel Hill in chemistry. After 
graduating from UNC Adams School of 
Dentistry, he practiced dentistry in 
Gastonia, North Carolina, for 54 years. 
He was active in numerous community 

affairs, including 
serving as a dean and 
elder at First 
Presbyterian Church, 
president of the Noon 
Optimist Club, 
president of the 
Gaston County Cancer 

Society, and president of the Boys and 
Girls Club of Greater Gaston. 
Professionally, Belton served as 
president of the Gaston County Dental 
Society, past-president of the First 
District of the NC Dental Society, and 
president of the North Carolina Dental 
Society. Belton also served his country in 
the U.S. Navy.  

Joe B. Craig, DDS ’61, practiced in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, for more than 
20 years where he also did pro bono 
work with the Alexander Youth Network, 
Charlotte Rehab and more. After his 
retirement, he formed the Foundation 
Volunteers in Medical Evangelism and 
directed more than 70 missionary trips 
to 40 countries including Russia, Costa 
Rica, Thailand and more. He was also 
involved in counseling soldiers for  
five years and received the Florida 
Commendation Medal and was made  
an honorary Green Beret for his service. 

H. Wayne Mohorn, DDS ’64, MS, passed 
away Dec. 9, 2019. He was 85. Prior to 
dental school, Mohorn served in the 
United States Navy. He graduated from 
UNC-Chapel Hill with a degree in 
chemistry and began his studies as a 
dental student. At the UNC Adams 
School of Dentistry, Mohorn was student 
body president and president of Psi 
Omega Fraternity. His work in dental 
school was used to illustrate the 
textbook, “The Art and Science of 
Operative Dentistry.” After earning his 
master’s degree in endodontics, he 
established an endodontic practice in 
Livonia, Michigan and served as an 

assistant professor of endodontics at  
the University of Michigan School of 
Dentistry. Mohorn was a diplomate of the 
American Board of Endodontics, a fellow 
of the American and International 
College of Dentists, deputy regent for 
the North Carolina Section of the 
International college of Dentists and 
served on the Guilford County Board of 
Health. He is survived by his second wife, 
Faye, and their son, Jack, and his sons 
from his first marriage, Steve G. Mohorn, 
DDS '92, MS '95, Harold Mohorn, Jr., 
DDS '86, and David Jason Mohorn, DDS 
'94. 

Sheldon Peck, BS ’63, DDS ’66, and  
his late wife, Leena, donated multiple 
Dutch and Flemish drawings, including 
seven Rembrandt drawings, to the 
Ackland Art Museum in 2017. The 
Rembrandt drawings were exhibited at 
the Ackland in October 2019 in honor of 
the 350th anniversary of Rembrandt's 
death. The Ackland is the only public 
university art museum in the nation to 
own a collection of Rembrandt’s drawings. 

Thomas Russell Styers, Jr., DDS ’65, 
passed away Feb. 11, 
2020. He was 82. He 
earned his degree in 
mechanical engineering 
from Duke University 
before entering into  
his studies at the UNC 
Adams School of 

Dentistry. He was a long-time member  
of the North Carolina Dental Society, a 
lifetime member of the Dental Alumni 
Association, and a member of the 
American Dental Association. He was 
head usher, chair of the trustees and 
member of the Guild Sunday School 
class at Bethania Moravian Church, 
where he was a member for many years. 
He is survived by his wife of 60 years, 
Janet, and his daughters, Michelle Styers 
Hege and Tonya Styers Bovender. 
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Harald Heymann, DDS ’78, MED ’81, was 
quoted in an article from NewBeauty  
on in-office teeth whitening. From the 
article, “Conversely, over-the-counter 
options often irritate the gums, and, 
according to professor and director of 
Graduate Operative Dentistry at UNC 
Adams School of Dentistry, Harald 
Heymann, DDS, don’t actually include 
the proper heating system to be 
effective. ’The ’light-activated’ systems 
that you see so commonly nowadays do 
not use lasers, but rather blue lights or 
metal-halide light—none of which work,’ 
says Dr. Heymann.” 

Herbert Allen King, DDS ’71, MS ’74, 
passed away Jan. 21, 2020. He was 76. 
Born in Durham, North Carolina, he grew 

up in North Carolina, 
Texas, and finally his 

family settled in 
Daytona Beach, 
Florida. There he 
had a lifelong love 

of the beach and in 
his youth enjoyed 

surfing. King completed 
his dental education and earned a 
master’s degree in prosthodontics, 
where he was the proud recipient of the 
Monte Miska in Prosthodontic Excellence 
Award. He moved to Southern Pines, 
North Carolina, to start his practice and 
joined a group practice with fellow 
graduates, eventually establishing his 
own in Yadkin Park. He is survived by the 
love of his life, his wife, Bonita, and his 
children, Michael Stephenson, Virginia 
King-Barker and Alisa-Marie King. 
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David Darab, DDS ’85, MS, MBA, has 
produced a podcast, OmniStar Beacon, 

and begun practice 
coaching with 
OmniStar Financial 
Group. Darab 
returned to school 
and completed his 
Master of Business 

Administration to better help dentists 
with their practice business systems, 
finance, strategy, and tactics. Find his 
podcast on Apple Podcasts. 

Rocco F. DiSanto, DDS ’82, was 
appointed to North Carolina’s 
Information Technology Strategy Board. 
He has 40 years of career service in the 
fields of biomedical engineering, clinical 
care delivery, industrial manufacturing, 
telecommunications, photonics and fiber 
optics, data center and related systems 
engineering. 

Sharon Nicholson Harrell, DDS ’87,  
MPH ’90, director of FirstHealth Dental, 
was named the 2020 recipient of the 
FirstHealth MLK Leadership Award. 
Harrell has served as the inaugural 
director of FirstHealth of the Carolinas 
since 1998, delivering comprehensive 
dental care to more than 28,000 
patients. 

Mark Hyman, DDS ’84, presented 
continuing education courses in Winston-
Salem, Pittsburgh, Wilmington, and 
Washington, D.C. He was also a keynote 
speaker for the ACT COVID-19 webinar. 

Balint Gabor Kokas, DDS ’88, passed 
away June 15, 2019, after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s disease — although  
he preferred to call it, “Parkinson’s 
Challenge,” as he would never let it hold 
him back. As a dental student, he was 
class president, and after graduation he 
opened a private practice in California. 
There, he lived with his wife, Diane, for 
more than 40 years. He always had a 
plan, he was always optimistic, and he 
always had a joke and a smile to share. 
He taught part-time at the University of 
the Pacific School of Dentistry in San 
Francisco. He recently returned to his 
home city of Budapest, Hungary, to be 
cared for by his family. He is missed 
every day and is survived by his best 
friend, his wife, Diane, his children, 
Katalina and Mikel; his brother, Peter; 
nieces, nephews and his many animal 
friends. 

John F. Saunders, DDS ’82, is happily 
retired and writing. His new novel, 
“Spartan Honor,” is due out in May.  
Look for copies at your local bookstore, 
savpress.com or Amazon. His screenplay, 
“Girl Hunters,” is optioned and in pre-
production. A script he co-wrote,  
“We Live in Darkness,” is completing 
casting and scheduled to begin filming 
in August. 

Robert Schiffel, DDS ’86, sits on the 
Wilmington, North Carolina, New 
Hanover County Health and Human 
Services Board. He is a member of  
the North Carolina Dental Society 
Foundation Board, representing the 
Fifth District. He is a member of the 
North Carolina Dental Society Missions 
of Mercy (MOM) planning committee 
and lead the triage for the MOM dental 
clinics. He is a board member of the NC 
State Board of Public Health. 
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Todd Greeson, DDS ’95, is excited to 
share that his son was accepted into 
dental school at East Carolina University. 
Go Pirates!  

Bard J. Levey, DDS '91, was promoted 
to director of the AEGD program at the 
University of Tennessee. 

John McNeill, DDS ’91, is happy to share 
that his son, Johnny McNeill, will join the 
class of 2024 at the UNC Adams School 
of Dentistry this August. He is looking 
forward to seeing him go through what 
his class went through 33 years ago. 
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Jeff Lineberry, DDS ’00, received the 
Rick Canady Award from the Spear 
Foundation and was nominated for 
membership in the American Academy 
of Esthetic Dentistry. He has been busy 
publishing in dental journals and 
presenting courses locally and nationally. 
He will be presenting courses at the 
ADA 2020 meeting in October. 
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James Carr Eagle, Jr., DDS ’66, passed away Tuesday, May 26, 2020.  
He was 82. Eagle served as a Captain in the Army. He was a two-time 

recipient of the Adams School of Dentistry Dr. Richard F. 
Hunt Jr. Memorial Award for Excellence in Pre-Doctoral 
Teaching and served as the Director of Comprehensive 
Care for many years. He loved cars and was a founding 
member of the Transportation Museum. He is preceded  
in death by his wife, Patricia Lomax Eagle. He is survived 
by his daughter, Suzanna Thacker, his son Chris Eagle,  
his two grandchildren, Sieria Adams and Garrett Eagle, 
and his brother Dr. Windsor Eagle. 
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Mary Lanier Zaytoun Berne, DDS ’16, 
MS ’19, received the American 
Association of Orthodontics Harry 
Sicher Research Award for her work, 
“Machine learning algorithms: a new 
approach to the extraction decision.” 
This award represents the highest 
recognition by the American Association 
of Orthodontists for excellence in 
orthodontic research. 

Justin Harlow, DDS ’14, and his wife 
Kiara, welcomed their third child, 
Langston, into the world on Jan. 24, 
2020. Harlow recently expanded the 
Harlow Dental Group in December 2019 
to its second practice location in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Gunther Heyder, DDS ’12, founded of A 
Reason to Smile (ARTS), a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to preventing 
the spread of dental disease in Africa, in 
2014. Over the last five years, ARTS has 
provided comprehensive clinical care 
and education to communities with little 
to no access to dental care. ARTS, in 
collaboration with TASAAGA, has helped 

improve the lives of many living with 
HIV/AIDS. Learn more by visiting 
ARTSmile.org.  

Christina B. Jackson, DDS, MS ’17, and 
Ching-Chang Ko, DDS, MS, have been 
awarded a National Science Foundation 
Small Business Innovation Research grant 
of $225,000 to conduct research to 
optimize the surface finish, corrosion 
resistance, and biocompatibility of 3D-
metal printed orthodontic appliances.  
The results of their work will make 
possible the fabrication of their novel 
lingual attachment-enabled clear aligner 
system, as well as many other custom  
3D-metal printed dental and orthodontic 
applications. 

Laura Jacox, DMD, PhD, MS ’19, adjunct 
assistant professor at the UNC Adams 
School of Dentistry, passed her boards 
and is now a board-certified orthodontist. 
Jacox established a lab and independent 
research program to support residents. 
Since then, her projects have continued  
to grow with external funding from the 
American Association of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons and American 
Association of Orthodontics Foundation. 
She is a diplomate of the American Board 
of Orthodontics. 

Mary Morgan Bitler Keyser, DDS ’18, 
second-year resident in the orthodontics 
program, was selected from applicants 

nationwide to be the 
2019-20 resident 
director of the  
American Association  
of Orthodontics 
Foundation (AAOF) 
Board of Directors. As 
voting member of the 
board, Keyser will 

provide a resident’s perspective for the 
board as they discuss and conduct the 
foundation business. She will also work to 
reach residents nationwide conveying the 
importance of supporting the AAOF in 
their mission both now and following 
residency graduation. Keyser was also 
distinguished with the Resident Research 
Award from the AAOF. 

Hillary Lathrop, DMD, MS ’19, received 
the American Association of Orthodontics 
Thomas M. Graber Award of Special Merit 
for her work, “Orthognathic speech 
pathology: understanding how Class III 
jaw disharmonies influence speech using 
spectral moment analysis.” This award 
represents the highest recognition by the 
American Association of Orthodontists 
for excellence in orthodontic research. 

Si On Lim, DDS ’13, MS 
’19, passed the 
American Board of 
Oral and Maxillofacial 
Pathology (AAOMP) 
exam and is now a 
diplomate. 

 
Brenda Lopez, DDS ’15, MS ’18, was one 
of five “Women Who Rock” for her role 
in aiding and inspiring other working 

women in Gaston 
County. She was 
recognized for her 
many mission trips to 
poor nations and her 
kind and generous 
heart. Lopez was also 
inducted into Beta 
Theta Rho, Randolph 

Community College’s chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society. 

S. Garrett Werkman, DDS ’19, leads the 
new Aspen Dental office in Gastonia, 
North Carolina, which opened Dec. 27, 
2019. He and his team will provide 
increased access to dental services in 
Gastonia with a free new patient exam 
and x-rays for those without insurance 
and more. 
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Benjamin T. Anders, DDS ’16, Capt., USAF, DC, will complete his active 
duty service with the U.S. Air Force in July and move from Tokyo to 
New York to begin a three-year postgraduate orthodontics residency at 
Rutgers University School of Dental Medicine.

Brian Bragassa, DMD, MS ’18, is 
assisting the demand for N95 
masks by creating equivalent 
masks for health care providers 
and first responders for free. He is 
collaborating with Fayette County 
Board of Education Career and 
Technical Education engineering 
teachers to 3D print the frames using 
materials donated from his orthodontic 
office, Peachtree City Orthodontics. 
Bragassa completes the masks by 
attaching the HEPA filter, elastic 
straps and custom seal using 
polyvinylsiloxane (PVS).

Jackson Boone, DDS ’19, 
started working at Bright 
Inspired Dentistry, with 
alumnus Patricia London, 
DDS ’81, who opened in 
September 1981. Dr. Boone’s 
first trip to the dentist was to 
see Dr. London. A couple of 
years later, he asked his 
mom, "Can boys be dentists 
too?" He was assured that he 
could, indeed, follow in Dr. 
London’s footsteps. Now, 
more than 20 years later, 
here we are!  
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Tenzin Dadul, DDS, MS ’19, accepted a position as a clinical associate professor and 
educational research director at the University of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry.  
He founded the Cancer Medical Dental Programs to provide free dental, medical, and 
cancer treatment for Himalayan refugees and underprivileged children. In 2018, his team 
has treated more than 18,000 refugees and underprivileged children. He considers 
himself very fortunate to be able to pay it forward to his refugee school and camps 
where he came from before becoming a U.S. citizen. He sponsors 30 refugee children  
to help them gain access to education and health care services. He is grateful to Drs. 
Donald Tyndall, Andre Mol, Enrique Platin, and Angela Broome, for making him a good 
radiologist and researcher. He would like to convey special thanks to Dr. Broome for 
inspiring him to go beyond dentistry and help others in need. 
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dental DRAWINGS
by Michael Peele, DDS ’76

Dental School through the Eyes of a Cartoonist
 

Michael Peele, DDS ’76, is not only a dentist and a proud UNC Adams School of Dentistry alumnus — he’s 
also a cartoonist! He’s published two books of them, one completely about dental school and dentistry 
that he wrote while still in school, and he’s graciously allowed us to print one cartoon in each issue.  
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Changes of Address
Be sure to send us your name, address and email changes. Contact  

us at: Dental Alumni Association, UNC Adams School of Dentistry,  

First Dental Building, Campus Box 7450, Chapel Hill, NC 27599 

phone: (919) 537-3257 / fax: (919) 537-3097

email: alumni@dentistry.unc.edu

Send Us Your News
Share your news with classmates and friends through “Alumni 

Notes.” What to send? We’d love to hear about changes in your 

practice, family events, leadership in dentistry, community  

leadership, travels and hobbies, and more. Email your news to 

alumni@dentistry.unc.edu.

Online Professional Posting Service 
This helpful service to members of the Dental Alumni Association  

is at www.dentistry.unc.edu/alumni-friends/opps. As a DAA  

member you can list the sale of your practice, an opportunity to 

lease office space, or post an ad for an associate or staff member  

for a fee. This service is free for lifetime members of the Dental 

Alumni Association. 

Make Your Annual Fund Donation Today
Unrestricted gifts to the annual fund directly support the UNC 

Adams School of Dentistry where we need them most. To make  

your tax-deductible annual fund contribution by mail, send a check 

or write in your credit card information on the gift form enclosed 

and return it to the Dental Foundation of North Carolina. To  

make an online contribution, visit http://giving.unc.edu/gift/sod.  

Thanks for your support! Your contributions make a difference!

Helpful Information
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Supplies Carolina Dentistry donated to UNC Health:

1,220 
boxes of gloves

105,000 
earloop masks

1,300 
face shield masks

42,000 
gowns

600 
cans of disinfectant

1,431 1,952 12,624
In-person  

patient visits 
since March 16

virtual patient
visits since
March 23

N95 masks 
sterilized for 

   UNC HealthSM

to our Carolina Dentistry team 
for providing care to patients 
with acute oral health needs  
virtually and in person! YOU

THANK




